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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 COME-OO EB-07 FRB-01 TRSE-00 
XMB-04 OPIC-06 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-01 OMB-01 /110W 

121654Z 063802/43 

P 121500Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7551 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 2360 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: RH, PINT, PFOR 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN OFFICIAL WELCOMES OWEN PLAN 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS REPORTED THAT RHODESIAN DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER DAVID SMITH TOLD A BUSINESS GROUP ON MAY 1 1 THAT 
NEW " ANGLO-AMERICAN" INITIATIVE WAS " A GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 

THERE IS LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL. IT IS DIM YET, 

BUT IT IS THERE." SMITH SAID THAT THE PLAN OFFERED THE 

BEST CHANCE OF A SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME TO A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 

TO OCCUR IN 25 YEARS. HOWEVER, HE REPORTEDLY WARNED THAT "IMMENSE 

PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING" WOULD BE NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE THE 

SETTLEMENT. HE STATED THAT HE LIKED DR. OWEN AS AN 

INDIVIDUAL. " THE INITIAL IMPACT OF THE MAN IS THAT HE 

APPEARS TO BE SINCERE AND GENUINE IN HIS APPROACH". BUT, HE 

SAID, THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CONTINUE TO PURSUE THE 
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"ELININATION OF TERRORISM" AS TOP PRIORITY . THE COST 
OF THIS WOULD BE "HEAVY", HE SAID, BUT " ALTHOUGH A 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT IS PRIORITY IT MUST BE MADE ABUNDANTLY 
CLEAR THAT POLITICAL POWER THROUGH THE BARREL OF A GUN 
IS NEITHER ACCEPTABLE NOR POSSIBLE." SMITH ADDED THAT 
THE DECISION BY BRITAIN TO ATTEND THE MAPUTO CONFERENCE 
"TAKES THE FIRST PRIZE... FOR SHEER HYPRCRISY". HE SAID, " HOW 
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CAN ANY RHODESIAN PUT FAITH IN A BRITISH GOVERNMENT WHICH 
BLATANTLY ENDORSES A VIST OF A MINISTER TO A CONFERENCE 
WHICH SEEMS AIMED PRIMARILY AT THE " BARREL OF THE GUN' 

APPROACH TO CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE." NELSON 
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